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Hello, Your Highness, thank you for speaking to me today! 
Could you tell me a bit about the Democratic Republic of 
Congo and its relationship with Portugal and Brazil?

The Democratic Republic of Congo as we know it to-
day, with its current borders, was only incorporated as 
a nation in 1885 at the Berlin Conference. Africa has of 
course always been populated by African people, and as 
I'm sure you know, the modern human being, the Homo 
Sapiens has been around for at least 200,000 years. Homo 
Sapiens have been on the continent of Africa since the 
beginning of our existence, and over time we have devel-
oped into different societies.

Around the 13th century, Europeans, most notably the 
Portuguese, began doing a lot of commerce on the West 
Coast of Africa. They did not discover Africa, because 
Europe and Africa have always had a relationship, for as 
long as anyone can remember, but the Portuguese were 
the ones who really began commerce along the West 
Coast all the way down to what we now know as the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 

The Democratic Republic of Congo had a great rela-
tionship with Portugal for quite some time, to the extent 
that the Kings of Congo were considered to be equal to 
the Kings of Portugal. Portugal had ambassadors in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, but then, when the 15th 
century came around and the Americas were discovered, 
the Portuguese started needing people who could work 
in the labour force, which is when the transatlantic slave 
trade began. They would capture and deport Africans 
from their home continent to bring them to the new 

world. Around 40% of the people who were trafficked 
from Africa to Brazil during the entire 400 years of hu-
man trafficking came from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, so I can say that the people of the basin of Congo 
had a huge influence in developing many countries and 
cultures in the Americas and Caribbean’s like Brazil.

Wow, that’s a very high percentage! I don’t remember 
learning this at school. Obviously, we know that as Bra-
zilians we are almost all linked to Africa in some way, 
for example I have Nigerian DNA.

Every human being in Brazil, and on the whole planet, 
will find some link to Africa in their DNA, because this is 
where humanity emerged.

Absolutely! When I first moved to London, I worked 
in Selfridges on the Chanel counter, and I worked with 
some Nigerian girls. It was only then that I learned more 
about the similarities between Brazil and countries like 
Nigeria. In Brazil I didn’t have many contacts from Af-
rica, and then I realised how similar we were, and I was 
like wow, we really do all stem from Africa. You know, 
there’s a similar warmth and happiness, and both cul-
tures are very into dancing and things. It was a huge eye 
opener for me, and now talking to you, Your Highness, 
I am learning about the huge influence that Congo has 
had on my country. Shortly we will talk about your visit 
to Brazil; Brazilians loved having you there, and it is 
clear that Congo is a great nation with wonderful people 
such as yourself. Let's talk a bit about your story now. I 
know that we often think about royalty as being like it 
is in fairy tales with princesses in towers and dragons, 
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but in reality, I know you do a lot of work travelling and 
representing Congo. What's it like to become Queen?

Well really that links back to the first question you asked 
me about the early history of Congo and Brazil and Por-
tugal. After abolition, slave trafficking was obviously no 
longer allowed, and what happened was they took the 
continent and at the Berlin Conference they gave pieces 
to the UK, to Portugal, to France, and then there was a 
big piece which is now the Democratic Republic of Con-
go which was under the rule of the Belgian king Leopold 
II for 23 years. They exploited the country’s natural re-
sources for rubber and other things; it was a really abu-
sive period in our history, and around 12 million people 
in Congo were killed during that time. After that, Con-
go became a Belgian colony from 1908 to 1960, which is 
where my story begins, I guess. 

My father was born during the Belgian colonisation of 
Congo. When independence finally came in the 1960s, 
my father went to Europe to study because we needed 
better educated people to manage the country, because 
the Belgians didn’t leave us with anyone who could man-
age this brand new gigantic country properly. Many 
young people left to go to Europe and other parts of the 
world, and it was in Europe that my father met my moth-
er, who is a Belgian European. They got married and I 
was born in Belgium. When I was 6 months old, we went 
to the Democratic Republic of Congo, because by this 
time my father was working as a diplomat in the Congo-
lese embassy in Brussels. From the age of 6 months to the 
age of 16 years, I lived in Congo, and then we moved to 
Europe and then, later on, to the USA. 

The history is important because colonisation was ex-
tremely destructive, it destroyed kingdoms, cities, fami-
lies, entire cultures and the pristine natural environment. 
For four centuries sub-Saharan Africa was almost like a 
huge refugee camp; people are constantly moving and 
fleeing because they are afraid of being captured and sold 
into slavery. There was a lot of turmoil, and then after 
that, colonial powers crushed our governance struc-
tures so we couldn’t build kingdoms. We were organised 
by families, my family is of the Luntu people, there are 
around three million Luntu people, but we are part of an-
other kingdom called the Luba Empire which was one of 
the biggest tribes in Africa. When the colonial powers 
came, they imposed the European system of governance 
on us, they superimposed Western structures on the tra-
ditional structures which have existed in Africa for thou-
sands of years. We are still connected with our commu-
nities, though, and we have a strong power to represent 
them now.
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I understand that Congo is similar to the UK in that you 
have a government who is voted by the people as well as 
royalty, how does that work together?

In our Constitution we have articles of law which recog-
nise what we call the traditional and customary authori-
ties. Depending on the country, the setup is different, for 
example in Ghana they have a Chamber of Kings in par-
liament. That is something we don’t see all over Africa yet 
because colonial power really oppressed a lot of traditional 
culture. We are now seeing a resurgence of recognition for 
our own culture, and we understand that it is very precious 
and can bring a lot of solutions to today’s problems.

Even as Queen, my father was supposed to sit on the 
throne, but he was not interested and so he refused be-
cause my father wanted to conform  to the European 
standards; like many he had been conditioned to think 
that it was better that way, and by then that generation 
of the African independencies thought that it was the 
only way to govern their newly created nation states, a 
concept which had never existed in Africa before. They 
let him refuse, but they had to bring someone else from 
his bloodline, so I was chosen. We have several houses 
from which we can call the King or Queen, and there is a 
committee or council of elders who decides who the next 
monarch is, because if you are King and the first born 
child is not a good person, or is not smart enough, it 
may not be appropriate to bestow him with a power that 
he may misused. So yes, we do have a relationship with 
some houses who help us to select the King or Queen.

I see! So, being born into the family as the first born 
doesn’t necessarily mean you will automatically become 
the next ruler?

Not always! The King or Queen is more like a representa-
tive of the culture and an embodiment of our history and 
heritage. They are a spiritual figure more so than they 
are a governor, really. We have chiefs, too, who act more 
like governors, whereas the monarch is largely symbolic, 
however we do have the authority given to us by our peo-
ple. The councils are the people who decide. We have the 
council of elders, the council of notables, and the council 

“Every human being 
on the planet will find 
some link to Africa in 
their DNA”
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of women, who all decide how we’re going to make deci-
sions which affect the people.

I understand that you want to show the world that 
change is happening, you want people to see the best in 
your country. How do you bring change about? It can be 
hard to bring about change in our own houses, let alone 
in a whole country. What three things are you doing to 
bring positive change to Congo?

I wasn’t prepared to be a Queen, I didn’t even know much 
about me being related to it, because my father was a very 
modern African and he would reject tradition because 
he felt it was old. To undertake this role, I had to really 
understand what it was about, and for me the main thing 
is rewriting the narrative about Africa. I've travelled all 
over the world, even before being Queen, as I came from 
a diverse background, and I realised that people really 
don’t know Africa, they have an image of Africa which is 
not accurate. They can be very demeaning and degrading 
as they have only seen the worst of it. 

Often, people talk about African history as if it only start-

ed during slavery, when actually there is over 200,000 
years of African history. We have had amazing civilisa-
tions, we invented sciences from mathematics to medi-
cine to astronomy, so many things started in Africa! We 
were doing mathematics in Africa 35,000 years ago, and 
in Congo we found the first calculator, called the Bone 
of Inshango, which was used about 25,0000 years ago, 
you know, Africa’s contribution is often ignored. We are 
the cradle of humanity; everyone comes from here! But 
people deny Africa’s contribution to humanity, and they 
focus on the negatives, such as being victims of human 
trafficking for almost 8 centuries, when you look at the 
Arab slave trade from East Africa and then the European 
slave trade from central and West Africa. We also have 
huge natural wealth, of course. During slavery, human 
capital was our most desired resource, now it’s diamonds 
and oil and all of those things. Africa is great, the cli-
mate is perfect for planting almost anything. A lot of 
conflicts here are fuelled by the desire of some people to 
exploit these resources without redistributing the benefit 
equitably to the African countries and their people. The 
problem in Africa is not underdevelopment but rather 
over-exploitation.

“Come in peace, and let’s see what we can do together.”
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My first job as a queen was to go out there and present 
Africa to the world in another light. I want people to wake 
up and to show more interest in Africa. I want people to 
understand it better and to create more equitable partner-
ships which can yield long-term benefits for the African 
people. That's why I'm involved in different start-ups and 
businesses, to help create a more positive vision of Africa.

We are one human family, yes some of us are dark and 
some of us are pale, but we are all originally from Africa, 
and Africa can be fully for humanity. Africa is not yet 
as damaged as many places in the so-called developed 
world. Development thinks that technology will solve 
everything, but really technology often creates as many 

problems as it does solutions. We should live more in 
harmony with our planet! Africans should have a seat at 
the table, we need more diversity so we can be more cre-
ative with our solutions. 

I hope that everyone will find a place in their heart to 
hear Mother Africa calling them. This is our land, it will 
never exclude anyone who comes here with a good heart, 
you will always be welcome. Don’t come here like your 
forefathers, who came with guns and the idea that noth-
ing about us was good enough, they even demonized 
everything about us ultimately to have us change who we 
were, our appearance, our languages, our traditions, our 
religions, etc. Come in peace, and let’s see what we can 
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do together. Africa will give us all another chance. We've 
reached a point where we can destroy our entire planet 
with just one bomb which is already a sign of a civili-
zation in decay!. We need to start anew, not necessarily 
abruptly, but we can transition to something better if we 
work together in a way that we are equal and respectful. 

People need to realise they don’t know it all, and that we 
need to work together to preserve this planet. Africa can 
be a safe haven for every human if we work towards that. 
Let's learn about living together in peace, we need to re-
frame the narrative and unite on equal grounds. Don’t 
just look at the superficial things about Africa, look 
deeper and learn about our culture and our history.

I can see you dress in a way that is traditional to your cul-
ture, and that heritage is very important to you. I think 
your fashion is beautiful, it combines the worlds of com-
munity and projects; tell us a little bit about your fashion 
design and this project.

As you mentioned earlier, Queens are normally associat-
ed with fairy tales and things like that. Growing up as a 
little black girl I had never seen a black Queen or a black 
princess on TV or in film, so it was not something I could 
identify with. When I took on the role of becoming an 
African queen, I accepted the responsibility of present-
ing myself to the world in a way that really represent-
ed our culture and our people. I of course blended my 
identity as a modern and contemporary woman with the 
attributes of my ancestors, because that is what a Queen 
should do. A Queen should represent the longevity of her 
ancestry and culture and history, so the elements you see 
here are part of my tradition. I am a Queen who goes 
on the international stage, so I need to have a wardrobe 
which represents my country.

I didn’t have any suitable clothes at first, so I called on 
tailors and designers from very modest backgrounds to 
help me. They have excellent skills and training although 
they lack proper equipment and have meager means to 
start their own businesses. They are from the modest 
neighborhood of Kinshasa, where I grew up. My parents 
were very modest, I didn’t grow up in a wealthy environ-
ment at all. I remember people would sew clothes outside 
on their machines and the kids would grab little pieces of 
cloth to make dolls out of, and I wanted to include that in 

my self-expression, and to give these people a chance to 
make a name for themselves.

I admire the great works of big designers, but my world 
is so far from that. I want to be able to give these small 
designers the appreciation they deserve and give them 
the opportunity to showcase their abilities and ingenui-
ty. They work in very difficult conditions, but they create 
some truly beautiful fashion art. I felt that there was a 
place for their voices to be heard; it wasn’t so much for 
me to engage in business, as I'm not a businesswoman, 
rather it is to showcase what these designers are capable 
of. I want to make people realise that African people can 
make beautiful things, and I want to help the communi-
ties by creating companies for them. 

Most of our clothes come from China, but it’s us that send 
them the cotton, so why not start making the clothes 
here? We can make our own fabric, we have incredible 
people in the fashion industry learning how to work in 
fashion, and of course there is no problem in partnering 
with foreign experts from all over the world to achieve 
these objectives but we can create amazing things here 
which are inspired by our culture. I hope people love my 
Queen Diambi collection!

I think we need more Queen Diambis in the world to 
advocate for change and to bring us back to our roots 
collectively to make a better world! What would you like 
your last message to our readers to be?

I do a lot of charitable work with orphanages in the Con-
go where I help support homeless children. I work with 
seven orphanages, and I always go and talk to the children 
and invest in them. Children are the future of our planet! 
I always say children with no parents can be some of the 
luckiest, because they can have all the parents in the world, 
we are all collectively parents for these children.

Also, I'd love for you to know that Brazil is really dear to 
me! I love the country, I think it has a lot to work on, just 
like everywhere else, but once Brazilians understand the 
power and wealth that the African community can con-
tinue to bring to Brazil, then they will continue to grow 
into an even more beautiful country. Inclusiveness and 
connectivity is essential, that’s my message to everyone. 
Everybody is different, but we can all enrich each other if 
we connect with love, kindness and respect.

“I want people to wake up and to show more 
interest in Africa.”




